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Being the FAS T-DAT appointed by Proclemation, 
to be Obſerved in a moſt Solemn and Devout 
Manner for the Imploring a Bleſſing from Almighty 
God, upon the Conſultations of this Preſent Bo 
liament, and for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant 
Religion and the Pablick Peace. Ob THO 


By LIL LT "BUTLER, 5. 5. 
Miniſter of St. Mary | Aldermanbury.. 
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N e State of the People of 1/7, Del 


the Kinds and Aggravations of their Sins 
and the Variety and Terciblenels of Gols | 1 
Judgments he had Commiſſion frem God to threaten |: 
with, directs. them to the Speedy Performance >; 01 
al a moſt Seaſonable Duty, Ab they might yet 
prevail with God to Return, and E and to | 
' © ſend, down . Showers. 24 1 „ in the 4 
Words of th ext, I 1 Lord, iI 
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ber bn Underſtanding of theſe Words 1 


Firſt, What it is to See the 1 
Secondly, What is meafif by his Coming, . 


y Lad” od meſs pon 5 * 
a gk ve 


Fin 1, FY 
ee to apply e fety 
True God, +4 more particularly, to — our 
ſelves to him by Prayer and Supplication, for his 
: To" ſeek to his 
2 Mercy for Pardon, to his Wiſdom. for Counſel and 
—— Naar to his Power fer * and 
4 Inbabitants {ſaith the 
to «vother, fa faying, 70 4 — 
tho" Lord, 4nd 2 bo? 
Zee 1 * And we read, = Jehoſaphat ſet Him 
ſelf to ſeek the Lord, _— imed 4 Faſt thro 
all Judah, and Judah g athered enfloe? = ask help 
of the Lord ; even 2 all the Cities of Ju udah they 
came to ſeek #4 0 Tard, T Clrbir, 20. N e Duty 
of the Text then is the fame with that, which. we 
are this Day aſſembled together for. 1 5 ' 3 
Secondly, G is" fad to come. uae to his 
People, when de is recbfciked to eh, . 55 takes 
them under the Speciat Care of his Providence.” And' 
his raining Righteouſneſs may. fi fie, his pouring 
' ſuch Meafyreg of his Grace u „ a5 may make 
true Righteouſhch to fourth and abound Amongft 
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them ; or by 3 may underftand _ 
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25 27 12, 13,14 Tee call upon we, aud 3% ſoa 


5 hel ſe eek me ani þ MEI 1 5775 W — 


| pt Captivity. 12 when 4 
Gboomineſe, a Day of Claudi and 2 Derkneſs, as 
the Prophet deſcribeth it, was coming upon - 
Joel 2. 3. rs er them this Advi . Bae 2. 
and call a : ſolemn wy of all the People. 

Pri:ſ#s, the Miniſters of the Lord, weep between: $a 
and th Altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy, People, 0 


Lord, and give not thine: Heritage to reproach: V. 15, 
16, 17. Hips ſaith the Proplet, v. 18, will the Lord 
be. jealous f for his Land and pity it People: 2 
Fear not, O Land, be glad an rejoyee 3 ; for. the Lord 
will do great things. And for the incou raging our 


Hope in ſuch, Ancient Promiſes of God 22 Prayers 


of his People,, let us r tells 

us, Pal. — 19 7 er has th Tet - 
the deſtitute, . and iſe. their Freyer. Thi 77 
be 3 * the 7 to ik the Fran og _ 
which, ſhall. be create praiſe 3 is 
bea en aſe Le the Ho #0 hep en 
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- Sccomdly, Let us conſider. Allg, that we have ma 
Inſtances of all ſorts of Bleſlings, obtained , by this 
means. By this Solomon obtained the 2 Vii | 
for the Well-governung. pf . 5775 225 5 
prevailed, with God to. * 
into e By. this Teen bed the 


words of the . Wr. . rn 951 a 1 
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hoe Mayor, Ari + 461. a 
bis Poo were ſo beſet with Enemies, that they Il 
knew not niet h de, by Faſting Lee they ob- 
Nr Gracious! Anſwer from 3 2 er 
fer Hed . 1. 5 _ 
_ ſelves; the Saludtion of mit 
ola end e - 1 77h And ws bane it oh 
1 . — in the 10/7. that eople 
ot Iſrael. cried unto the Lord in their trouble, be deli- 
viered them out of their diſtreſs. And we know that 
he is Te Lord me chingeth: nat; Fie is the ſame yeſter- 
day, to dar, and for ever 3 h Hand d nt 1 
that it cannot ſave, neither bis. E hd it un.. 
not bear. We have alſo a more prevailing Name to 1 
offer our NONE iu than the Je- then Had, the 
Name of Jeſus Chrift. For Hitherto they bad anled no- 
_ in bis Name. We have now Such an High 
eſt - mbo. 1 ſet: on: the : Right: Hand of | the - 8 | 


22 "Majeſty ia the ee eee eee 5 
— who hath a tender Care of his Church, it be- 
ing the Purchaſe: of his own. Blood ; who preſents 
— Prayers of his Pt | | | 
Meritorious Oblation of hi | 4 
—_— ron for: tbem. And — we may — | 
Y hope. for; as. favourable: a Reception at the = | 
eee of Grace as ever the Jews: had, and by our 4 
Prayers 10 oltæin Mercy, and to find eng in "We ie 

| of Need. I re heh 83 d TINY 5 e 5 0 

; abi WIS: \ Ni ht Gun IG AB $I ee ek 3 
| Secondy, To bew, that It 54. the: for e 49" ſeek! 
| the Lard, and to exerciſe ur. ſelves in offering ups 
and; Supplications to him. *This mays 
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vat 1 e mon dim 359d ol ee air . 
¶Firſt, That this ĩs a moſt ſeaſohabl * 

A Sezondly} That there: i yet Time und unity 
for i Q Aud“ 3 V3. It Aub In an Ns NI. 
du 55h, That chere is Ar eat Danger ar Delaying 
and Putting it off 0 time. > Im all ove 
Sen{6s; LShall! new, that\Tr * 29h ot for? 14196 
eee Land- * __ W > 04 an Nun 15 aal. 10 

Kon 32 5 bi Ie 46 n hs 4% 

- Firſt, This is a: Amed Katomble Duty, ſuch as ins ; 
is great Qccafiorifor at this time. It is indeed a ſea- | 
ſonable Duty at klb times z but there are ſome: Gir 
cumſtancas, Mhich increaſe the: Neeeſſuy / of. it, and 

our Obligations to it; r and dnake dur Neglect ne by 
mare. incxculable. «Aj 101 246) ea O24 
WY iI don 0 WOn 9 Ch 2 * Wan \ hl WY IF! 
Fut, When the Sins of a Nation are grown t td 
great height, Hen their Tung ons ure multiplied; 
and their Bacl fidings ave jb. when they Have 
Herdened their Neri a do Alone than theiv Fathers: 
Ihen ſurely it is higtr ticiecfor ahem Je 45% ub 
the Lord, — Yay uni lau ide aννι⁰αẽ Oni lu 
lier. And how 7 — — r'\Caſe at — 
time ? How juſt ly to bur ſelves the 
Character giten * — — 1 21 14 — 
fol. re, a' People lauen with Fuiquity; 'a ee 1774 
Doers, Children that are Corrnyttt 5;/Thuy habe 5 le 
the Lor 'd, they are gone away backward; Every MA 
loves h Gi, And followeth afies Renu. We u ve 

acknowledging our. finful State, and therefore 
Nhope e are truly. ſenũble vf t needfal at 
able then is it, that we endeavour by dur 


ee to out cry our Sind to — the Pardon 
c and 


1 


lo Maher Nor _ . OY "Hi 
ſky df out ohen God,” to beleech itn No 
1 deal with 1 "qefors 10 oy Gt, or 'r Ward ws „ 
i 45 that we may not fuffer under the 
like Sentente withthar' which, was executed upon the 
Jews, whom we! reſenble ſo * in the Kind ang 
Greatnely of their Provocations, 1 7. Tyr, Country, 
r deſolai?, bur Cie ate "Barts vi e, your Lond 
Gras gore udo it in your 1 7 Figs "os tieedful 3 16 
it, that we ſhould pray heartily — God, To give ws 


true Repewlance 857 Forgiue ws all $i Hof and to en- 


dee wth BP Gale of lu. Hl pi f bo ah tend, our 
: Lide actordnijÞto be tb x 'Thi r he. would 
male our -Magiftrates 2 0 roi 50 Gale? Doers, 77 4 


Praife to W 1 
Pioi Enieavours nk Pastel Ref 9 pation, fut we 
a ee . "whence, Bot 2 (ad do. AT, 


ober n n fs 600 8 ah Floats * 1925 : 
certainly It AE ect” öür God, to fall 

down and kneel Hic, and fo Peg his Pardon 
and Merey. God d a0. ſeem . of that 

little Calm he hath” Be, ven us. Th e Clouds 

look dark abvy 908 a the oo to riſe again, 
and the Seas to rage and Wits {& "us, 952 is tine 
therefore for every one of us to Oe 755 0 
ou bd, e ay untq him, Lord ſa Py or 14175 
Forthe Hand offre Kue a x. Ene 
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% their Voice ſun Uuder- 
dem. of Ged. This aiſo is 


for Advice, we our reaſonably; « | 
ſhould leave us to yp in the dark without light, and: 
in the Greatue 7 f our oll te go aſtray... It is left as a 
Riot vpon ljrael, that they made Peace 596 9 keen 
N e = 
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be will return and repent,” and leuue a Bleſſa 


ſome, who Fell down and . pre ae be- 


cane "they cortemned the be. Cranſet of the Moſt - Highs 


Pſel. 105. 11, 12. And if we in >. preſent Diflicut- 
tics Will not look up to God, and carneſtly beg of bim 
to aſliſt and direct us in our Conſultations, it will be a 


rigbteous thing with God, for our Pride and Pro- 


Phane Contempt of him, to give us up to be Svared 
in the Work. 228 own Hande, and to Fall by our 
own Connſels. for Peace: and Safety. How: ſeaſonable 
then is it 2 time, that we put up our moſt 
Earneſt Prayers to God, I whow are hid al the Trea- 
fares of Hiſlom. and Keowledge, by whoſe Providence 
all things are ordered, and t pon whole Bleſſing all 
good Succeſs depends, dn He be would Jzforw our 
Princes after his Will, and: teach our Senators Wiſdom ; 
that he would direck them to the wiſelt Reſolu- 
tions, in thoſe Weener * ee ""__ 
ba before them? | 8 j 


" Seo * FA Naw tn fete © rf Theteis yes 
Time. and Opportunity for it, and we may hope 
that it is not yet to late to ſeek him. For bet 
merciful and. graciow, ſlow ta anger, amd of great hind- 


7, aud b him the en. . 1 
55 OR 7 15 dee 


him Joel 2. 13; 14. A little Hope ſhould en- 
courage us to that, which is ſo 3 
D eee 
and Peace, and the Safety of all that is dear to us. 
of Cauaam continues her Suit to our 


Reed Lond, af + 2 
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1 2 Mayor, "Med Pig 1 . i 
wich the Gibeozites; without \Arking Counſel. at the = 
Month of ibe Lord, Joſh. 4. 14, 15. And we read of 1 


10 A Faſt-Semon' Preached Gefu use 
and at length received a Gracious nſwen to it, Mir. = 
15. 24, 27. Judg. 10. And the People of ruel would 
not ceaſe. to ask Deliverance, even then When G04 
had told them he would Deliver tbem no more, and 
at length they alſo prevailed; and: God raiſed up a 
Saviour for them. ITbere n n Miſdom, ori Strength, 
or Counſel againſt: the Lord. There ran be no Ene. 
my ſo Cay, but he can diſappoint their Devices, or 
ſo Mighty, but he can Break their Am, and Ile 
their Strength. No Deſigns againſt us can be ſo ſe- 
cretly laid, ſo cunningly contribed, ſo ready for 
Execution, but he is privy to them, and can blaſt 
them in a Moment, and bring the wicked Projechors 
into the ſame P which ibey made fur others. It is 
not therefore yet too late To: [eek te ¶Lard, upo the 
Account of the Difficulty: or Deſperateneſs of. out 
Caſe. If God will work: for ds none can let it. And 
we have ſome Reiſon to hope, that God hath not 
caſt off all Tboug it af Peace towards us, that H 
Ears will yet be open to our Prayerr. For Mut Na- 
tion is there, who hath had God ſo nigh unte them as 
the Lord our God: hath been hitherto, i Al 3hing» that 
we have called upon him for © How tmarnlly: Great, 
how. Innumerably Many, how: Unconceiuably Valu- 
able and Precious are the Bentfits he. hath done un- 
to us? How many Attempts againſt our Lacs and 
Liberties, our. Safety and Religion hath he rendred 
vain and of no Esect? How often hach be diſap- 
pointed our Fears, prevented our Hopes, *oxteetied- 
aur Prayers, and out- done out Ini, in the 
wonderful Delbreranoes he Hath: » wromght tor! ue 
I what fie u hab „ | 
we may yet hope in fillt urid ver 1nr,s if we Re 
Ds 2 
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3 aur Heart, Though he hath corrected us 
| dev. yet he bath not given us over to De- 
auction. He hath a np" lie Wrath we 
have deſarved, He bath given us ſome © reſpite after 
our great Expence of Blood and Treaſure: And what 
can be the Reaſon of all this Goodneſs, and Long- 
| l an Tarlieuruntu / towards us, but his Pn 
ngtie{t this me-(ſbould periſh, if at leaſt: ## this 
. would. rom 1he: things whith' belong unto 
our peace, and unite in Earneſt Prayers to him, who 
hath the Abſolute Diſpoſal of them? 1 
eons fl qu 109 2 bod! eit zu rt 
Thirdly, It is time to ſeek the Lord. There is 4 
great Danger in delaying and putting it off to ano- 
ther time. For ve cannot tell how ſoon our Day 
of Grace may be ſpent, and an rreverſble Decree 
paſt againſt. us. Our Sins cry aloud for Vengeance, 
and if it be ſpeedily executed upon us, we maſt con- 
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felsi that God it rig/ 
the Door, and if we do not preſen ley fe our ſelves 
D ſock the! Lard, but rather: Hearts, . What 
is the dlmighty: thet we fhoutd>proy 
ſudden yo Break cit upon us, and there may 
remedy or eſraping. If We. delay ſueh teafonible 
Service, ſuch; accettary Applications to the Divine 
Merty, it 3 in za littie while come to this, me 
Me call. God: will nas anſwey; * but laugh at 

6 — ——— et ee 
efs' ang | Angri(h: danriib upon us 
894 20 Lane nale le way 'be „and v = 
hire while I Ir ma, before e. Aebe pad Tine is 


before the M e expitoy4- before our 
3 ee und: God! 
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breeds, It may be near, even at 


wats him E It may 
be no 
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12 7 1 ES 7 Proched, be N 
reſolve to Be ue more entrested, but to Shut ep "bis 
Loving Kindneſs in. LET and to 2 HA 
with 4 Cloud, that our ſhould not 'pa 
And. that our e may | be prevailing, i 1 Lal . pro- 
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Wird, o ſhew, How we ſhould Seek ah de 
and pray to him, that we may effettually obtain 
his Favour and Bleſſing, that 729 __ Come end vals 
| Righteouſneſs upon us. 


Firſt, Our Prayers 0d be: rot up with (great 
Dame! EQ ; TIN 


WE With an Humble Senſe and Confeſſion of our 
Sine. Every Man ſhould Kram the Plague of bi: 
own Heart, and even Groam i his Spirit and be trou-' 
bled, when he Spreads | forth his Hands before the rer 
and ſues for Mercy his ſo highly 
Goodneſs. . Draw zigh to God, and 2 5 
fo you, Jam. 4. 8. but then the le. adds, Be 52 
flited, and mourn, and werp, v. 9. 1 
in the Sight of the. Lord, and he ſpall lift you up, V. 10. 
We ſhould every one take Shame: and Reproach to! 
our ſelves, and bitterly | bewail onr-own - 5 
and particular Offences, whereby we have helped to 
Fill ap = Meaſure. of the Nations Sins, and inceealed? 
the loudneſs of their Cry for Judgments: and Ven- 
geance upon it. We ſhould alſo. conteſs, and bit- 
terly bewail the many and crying Sins of all Sorts" 
and Degrees of Men, when we pray to God to Spare 
bis People, and to Ti. his Auger muy frum u. T — 
we n in thoſe Prayects, in the e e e 


= Exxa, 


$a Lord Mayor, April 4. 1701, 13 |} 
| Nehemieb and Daniel, for Pardon and + 7% "oo 


Mercy, 

for the k dach and Afliſtance of God, for the 
Fase 507 he” Judgments they feared 
iar large and ſorro ful Confeſſions 


of 2 and By ablick Guilt. They were Aſhaned 
— 'bluſhed to look up to Heaven, whither their Sins 
Had fent-ſg/Jond n "oy: before them; they freely 
. ge und proclaim 'the'aggravaring/ Circum- 
ners of the may Tranſpreſſions of their Kinge, 
— Princes, and Prieſts, and of all the Prople of 
the Land. They accuſe and condemn themſelves 
before God, and acknowledge+ his Juſtice, though 
e "ſhould: deal "moſt ſeverel With them. Thus 
mbledg this echfbunded, thus oppreſſed wich An- 
ghiſh and Bitter of 80 they c out to G04. 
O Lend le, O Lord forgive, O Lord hedrken” and 
as, not for thine own fake © Ir is the Gy' of the 
 Diemble, and t abc der eh Gore 
Hearts, theſe are AH SSH; be "God wil, mot 
deſpiſe. And therefore David, Pſal, 51. having prayed 
earneſtlyto God for Pämden, adds this ab the Ground 
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what Meer bak ee al ae Fig He will 
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we are moſt ſenſible a [our Uniworthinefs of it,” | 

therefvic" beſt diſpoſedto give fim the"Honoar and 
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great Hanvligy,, TEE Senſe of our pwn 
Inability, that We:have v Might. of aus ſelues #0; bylp 
aur ſelves, that all Our: 99 N char al all a 
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x bis. oft — 1 14 b. 
Pla almiſt, command | Helene, For; God. 7 Ton 
thee will we puſh dew our Enemies, tl ugh thy N | 
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Jave we, 44. 4, 50 6 66 {ball pray, with 
e corny fol Gods, when we | 17255 
grexe(t Buß in Our, ſelxes 3 and then will e be 


moſt ready to hear and ſuccour us, when we lean 
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fe cannot g&pg&fts: Hat any Pay ern we offer ound 
prevail to the appeaſing of God, whom we have 
o uſtly provoked, whilltwe our ſelves are unmer- 


ciful and implacable to one another. If Ce 
we 
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TDLord Mayor, April 4. ipark ug 
e continue as much divided in our Affechions, 
as warm in our Contentions, as feſolute in ſeek · 
ing the Ruin of thoſe, who are not in the 
fame, Party and Intereſt with us, as it is too No- 
tordus we: have been, Tbangh we male neyer ſo 
aun Pruyers to God for Mercy, we have great 
Cauſe to fear He will not hear us. How can we 
expett that God ſhould hear us, when we pray, 
that he would forgive us all our Sins, the Sins 
of all Sorts and Conditions of Men, when ſome 
of theſe. we will not forgive our ſelves? That 
God would inflict no Publick Judgments upon 
us, whileſt we our ſelves are willing to be the 
Executioners of bis Wrath upon one ancther ? 
That God would give us Peace abroad, when 
we are prepared to abuſe it to the renewing 
and increaſing our Quarrels at home? Do we 
pray to God to ſpare us all, when we are ready 
to. ite and. Deva one another De we pray 
Wwhilſt we make it an Occaſion of Strife and 
Contention > What is this, but to pray to God 
to put his Rod into our Hands, to leave his 
Avenging Work to us, and to ſuffer us ſtill to 
abnſe his Holy Religion to the moſt Unchriſtian 
as theſe to prevail with God, at leaſt any far- 
ther, than to leave us at Liberty to Bite and 


nber d Till therefore we come to be mote 


1 — one Mind, and lay aſide 
that Mutual Wrath" and Hatred, which our 


C 2 break- 


breaking into ſo many Parties hath raiſed in 
the Minds of Men ; till we can Live zu Love 

and Peace together, we can have little reaſon to 
hope that ITbe God of Leue aud Pease will come 
to us, and: abide with us, and be intreated of 
us, how loudly foever we implore his Mer- 


* d fo 21930 on 1805 35203 
: Thirdly, When we pray to God; we ſhould 
take care to Lift up pure Hande, and to preſent 
him with the Deſires of 4 Clean Heart. Dram 
nigh to God and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanfe 
your Hands ye Sinners, and pariſie your Hearts ? 
Jaar. 4. 8. To the ſame: purpoſe is that Advice 
of Zopbar, Job 11. 13, 14. f thou prepare -thine 
Heart, and ftretch out thine Hand, towards bim; 
if Iniquity be in thine Hands put it far away. 

or, ſaith David, if I regard Iniquity in my Heart 

the Lord will not hear me, Pſal. 66. 18. Nay, 
Solomom tells us, that He who turns awdy his Ear 
from bearing the Lam, even his Prayer ſhall be un 
Abomination, Prov. 28. 29. If we will not hear 
God, when he calls upon us, to Put away thoſe 
Abominable Things which he hates; How can we 
expect that he ſhould. hear us, When we en 
upon bim to Tur from us thoſe Evils we fear, and 
have moſt righttonſly deſerved? To what purpoſe 
do we pray, that: God would preſerv 


| e our Rel- 
gion to us, whilſt we make no better Uſe of 
1 than to diſhonoor That and its moſt 

Author, and to aggravate the Guilt: of our Di 
obedience by our Profeſſion”. of it > 8 
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| "think- by aſſembling our ſelves together with 
Faſting and Prayer, to change the Holy Nature 
of God, and his Method of Gaverzing the Na- 

Hons of the Earth 2: Do we think 
any thing by Lying Words and Flattoring Speeches, 
by praying to him 7o take away thoſe Iniquities, 
we are reſolved not to part with > To pray 


for the Pardon of our Sins, whilſt we continue 


our Love and Practice of them, is to pray for 


that we know is not Agreeable o hi Nil; that 


God would Arcquit the Guilty and Impenitem, 
which he hath told us He will ly no means do. 


It is all one as to ken, that Sin may not be pro- 
voking to him, that God would not be 2 


elf, at he would ceaſe to be Juſt and Holy, 


which is, chat he would be no longer God. 
To pray for a firm Eftabliſhment of our Peace 
and Safety, whilſt we continue our  Urgodlineſs 
and Werldly Lifts, is to pray againſt | the .Na- 
ture of Things, and that God would interpoſe 
and work Miracles for us, as would tend 
to the Diſhonour of his moſt. Holy Name. We 
have aſſembled this Day for Faſting and Prayer, 


12 if we do not Puy repent 'of our former fin, 
Self perpoſing-to lead a' New Life : To: what | 
© is all this 4 Jo bat purpoſe, ſaith 


le of the Fews, is the 


1 d, to the 
- multitude — — anto me? In this Caſe, 


14 An: Nomination to: im; and we ſhall rather 
- "provoke, chan b the | Wrath, of God, by: 


P 
dich Abſurd- . * 
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Our Prayers ate but / air - Oblations, Incenſe that 8 
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If my People which ir called i wy Name, faith 
God himſelf, ſhall humble themſelves, and pray, 
and ſeek my Face, and turn from their| Wicked 
Ways, then will I hear. from Heaven, and will. far- 
give their ſin and will heal their Land, 2 Chros. 

ESP oe ning at Oe 3 givin ve 


Fourthly, We ſhould add to our Prayers, our 
ſincere and hearty Endeavours, for the-procuring 
| thoſe Publick Bleſſings we pray to God for. 
Is it not abſurd to pray to God for Help and 
Aſſiſtance, if we will not help our ſelves, as far 
as we can, and work together with him? Do 
we pray for the Reformation of a ſinful Nation, 
that we may be qualified for the Favour of God 
Let us ſhew that we are in earneſt, by doing 
all that is proper for us to promot 


e it. J How 
can we, who are his Miniſtert, expect that God 
ſhould hear our Prayers of this kind, if we axe 
not diligent in obſerving all thoſe Methods, he 
hath preſcribed to us, for the Turning Mer fr 
| Darkneſs to Light, and from the Pomer of Satan 
unto God How can you, who are Magiſtretes, 
expect that God ſhould hear the like Nrayets 
from you, if you Bear bis Sword. in vein; and 
do not induſtrioufly i e the Power and 
Authority he hath inveſted you with, for Tie 
Puniſhment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and the Main- 
tenance of Trae Reb | end Virtues Do we 
pray, that God would prefer ve us from the At- 
tempts of Foteign Enemies, whilſt we refuſe 70 
lend a Hand to the ſtupping theſe | Breaches, 


which 
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Aﬀaults> "Do: Fe pray; 1 60 
us in our Cotifultations for at Go "Pubſick Peace I 
and Safety. when we are reſ6Ived before hand, to 
follow no Counſol any farther, than it may promote 
bo own: Private or our Parties Intereſt > Do we 
That for the Preſervation and Proſperity of our 
rch, when we will net our ſelves endeavour 
to preſerve the Order and Unity of it, without 
which it cannot be ſafe and flouriſhing 2? How 
tan we hope, that God will bave any regard to 
foch idle, ſenſeleſs and preſumptuous Prayers, 
| that he wilt hear us, when we call upon him 
to do that for us, which we ate not willing to 
do for out ſelves, as far as it is our own Power ? 
Such Prayers do plainly fignifie;- that we have 
no Mind God thovld fete us front Deſtruction, 
fool it may be Jone'by*a Miracke';, of that he 
1d make us & Happy People; anlefs- we max 
be fo withett atry Pains or Labour of out oon y0vin was 
od, rp Ten d he fe my end PE en | 
er d, that we 4 H 
fre tde Aber , Gl. "And þ how abfurd and 


mafuecefsful- muſt aff ſuck Prayers be? Pet our 
Prayers! to God chen de. always attended with a. 
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Fifth, We ſhould continue our. Proper, and. | 


Times 


. 1 — . , * 8 p 
ak cos. As 8 — 8 — a I — — one — 


take all Oppertunkieg of renewing our A 


ſes, reſolving not to give .oyer Ie ſeek. the. 100 
our God, *till he come and rain Righteouſneſs upon 


x3 till we are pardoned by his Mercy, retormed 


by his Grace, and obtain the Bleſſing; we call. 


upon him for. If God do not preſently relieve 


and ſuccour us, we muſt. not ceaſe our impor- 
tunity ; we. muſt not be impati Eg diſcou- 


raged, if God delay the Mercies ve petition 


for, or ſay in our Hearts, What ſhould we wait 
on the Lord arty louger * Who ſhalt | appoint a: | 


the time, ſaith God? Jer. 49. 19. The 


we ſbould patiently. wait till his Time is come. 


We ſhould follow him, with repeated Supplica | 
tions, and ſeek him day after day, and ſtrivewith 
him by the moſt conſtant . a6 3 


wi 75 oF. OTE. reſolves, ary 

without 4 zug. Was 

and 1 85 be found, the- 5h. 72 75 
it, 40. 1. I waited patiemly for t 

and be inclined. unto. me, an 27 7 i "a 
Bleſſings we have now e praying # are 


too. ee to be ſought onl y by this 


one Days Prayer and Faſting. Let us then Con 
in Prayer, and Watch — with all 5 


Let us come before God as often as 
—＋ can, to. put up our Joint and Publick 
Prayers 


and. Seaſons of Mercy and Deliverance, F< 
are certainly beſt known to him, and therefore 
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Prayers to him, To give av true 


* * 


oa 
a the. Conſultations of aur Great Council: now 


Aſſembled, that by their Bndeauours, All things 2 


may be £ Ordered and Setled upon the Beſt and 
Fureſt Foundations, that Peace and Happineſs, 
Truth and Juſtice, Religion and Piety may be ejta- 
liſhed Anton 11. Men may pretend what they 
will, but where they have ſach frequent Op- 
portunities, they cannot want Leiſure for a 


more frequent Performance of this Duty, than 
generally they are willing to imploy themſelves 


in. Are we always imployed, in Buſineſs of 
greater Moment, at every Hour of Prayer? Such 


as is too weighty to be interrupted, 5 making 


Publick Confeſſion of our Sins, and of our De- 
pendance upon God, and the Need we have of 


- his Counſel and Aſſiſtance, of his Favour and 


 Blefling ; and by Imploring in the moſt proper 
and Rs that 1. i -the moſt Pablick 
Manner, the Publick Bleſſings of God u 

his Church and People? Or do we 2 
think it 3» vain thus to Serve the Lord? Or, 
that it is better ſpending an Hour in Talki 


og of News, and. ů—˙· Auer” 


not our own, to name no worſe Converſation, 
than in making part of a Religious Aſſembly ? 
Is not this a great. ( pt of our God and 


our Religion, and thoſe Opportunities we en- 
joy of Aſſembling together to perform the Of- 


el i. which I hope ve have, Len fre r 
131 ꝶ! nbd 
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22. A Faſt-Sermon Preached before the 
ought to have, a particular reſpect to, when. 
we Faſt and Pray for the Continuance of our 

Publick kg Hoy can we expect, that 
Bod ſhould vifibly appear for our Protection, 
when we are ſo backward to appear to do our 
Homage to him? That he will openly avow 

us for 51, People, when we will not as appa - 
rently own him for Our God ? That he will 
unite his Power, and Wiſdom, and Goodneſs 

for our Defence, when we care not to unite 
our Prayers in asking his Help > O then that 
we would all effeftually lay to Heart, how 
much we, are concerned, Not to forſake the Aſ- 
ſembling of our ſelves together, as the manner of 
Jome is, and ſo muth ih more as we fee the Day 
BY approaching ;, as we have reaſon to fear, 4 Day 
C | „f Wrath and of the Revelation of the Righteous 
Judgment of God coming upon us. 


_ 2. Let us alſo increaſe the Frequency and Fer- 
vency of our mort Priyate Addreffes to HF, 
who ſeeth in ſecret, and hath. promifed to Re- 
ward us. openly, Let us be often cafting our 
ſelves down upon our Knees before him, Con- 
feſling and Bewailing' our own and our Nation's 
Sins; and earneſtly Imploring his Forgivaneſs of 
[ them, the Diverting of his Wrath, the Direction 
19 of his Counſel, and the gracious Interpofing of 
1 his Providente on our Behalf. Let us in this 
"I our great Neceſſity, do ſomething, which may 
be worthy to be called, Proying abvays. with all 
Prayer and Supplication: Let us go * 
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Lord from the Church into out (Cloſets, gi 0 
him no reſt from our Importunity, *ill he 
ariſe and help us. For Zion's ſake let us not 
* our Peace, and for Jeruſalen s ſake let ut wot 
„ until the "Righteouſneſs thereof go forth as 
10 40 and the Salvation thereof as 4 Lamp 
at hure. Let us not ceaſe to Lift up our 
art with our Hand to God in the Heavens ; 
to cry and call upon him from Day to Day, 
that he would Heal our Backſlidings' and love 
as freely.; that he would Canſe his Face to ſhinc 
upon his Sanctuary, for the Lord's ſale; that for 
his great Mercy, and for his own Name's ſake, he 
— Stir up his Strength, and come and 5 , 
and rein Righveonſurſe os As, 885 


And tho! after all, we ſhould ſee the greater 
Part of Men fill going on in their Wickedueſs, 
and as backward in Calling upon God as ever, 
yet let every good Man, (and ſurely every 
oed. Man will do it) let every one who loves 
od and his . Country, who is heartily con- 
cerned for the Peace and Proſperity of this 
Church and Nation, the rather increaſe in the 
Zeal Conſtancy of his Devotion, and 
and Pray. more a. And for their En- 
couragemetit to do 2 let them conſider theſe 


two. OR. . e i 
Fin, That ihre is: toe Reaſon ops 
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dane in the midſt of u, may at leaſt prevail 
for a Lengthning of our Tranquility, for | ſome 
Delay or Mitigation. of thoſe Puniſuments we 
have deſerved, for ſome Mercy in the midſt of 
Judęment. The Apoſtle tells us, Jam. 5. 18. that 
Elias - prayed, and the Heaven gave Rajn, and 
the Earth brought forth her Fruit. This Good: 
Man, by his Prayer alone, obtained a Publick 
Bleſſing upon the Children of IVael, in a 
very Wicked Age, When they had forſaken the 
Covenant of God, thrown down his Altars, and flair 
his Prophets with the Sword, 1 Kings 19. 10. 
And from this Inſtance of Elia, St. James makes 
this General Obſervation, v. 17. that The - effec- 
tnal fervent Prayer of 4 Righteous Man avail- 
eth much. And the fame People having For- 
gotten God rheir Saviour, therefore he ſuid that 
he would deſiroy them, had not Moſes his choſen 
vod before bim in the: Breach; to turn away his 
Wrath, teſt he ſbould defiroy them, Pſal. 106. 23. 
This he did by Praying for them. Exod. 32. 
11, 12. And Moſes beſought the Lord his God 
aud ſaid, Turz from thy Fierce Wrath, and Re- 
pent of this Evil againſt thy People. And when 
he had ended his Prayer, we read v. 14 that 
the Lord 1 of the Evil which he thought 
to do unto his People. And the like Happy 


Effect of his Prayers for them we read in 
divers other Places. How ſhould this encou- 
rage all good Men To Pray. and not to Faint,” 
to ſolicit earneftly at the Throne of Grace on 
the behalf of this: ſinful Land, to try * 
. i £ they 
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| they can prevail ai fi tek, 
| always open to the Prayers of the Righteous, 
ro Bs and Bleſs it o their _ Fore In- 


cerceſſion for it“ 8 5 4 
— Such Pry ers * One Min will 
not fail "of - being highly benefieial to them- 
ſelves. Though they cannot prevail for others, 
f = they will not be loſt. They will certainly 
urn Into theft - own Boſomt, and bring down 
the Bleſſing of God üpon them. God may 


provide them a Shadow from - rhe Heat, 4 Ne- 
om the Kiorm, even then when he comes 


Lee fr 
to take Vengeance on a finfiil People, when There 


. — „ Confuming Fire before him, and a 2 


ag e all be ffirred up round alone B. Se 
all ye meel of the . Berth, [which have wrought 


res Judgment ; it may be, ye ' ſhall be hid in the 
Day of the Lord's Anger, Zeph. 2. 3. If any 
Enemies ſhould prevafl againſt us, and They 
which. bates come toi be Lord obern, God 
Hide thew TG the 2 F his Wings, 


2755 
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may 
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— Niels Fee of the Good. Deeds 


be had done, for his Country the Houſe 
of h God and tbe Officer" — N xiie incou- 
2 thereby 4 make his Addreſs to God in 
Manner, Nenusber ave,” *O my _ con- 
cerning 


26 41 Preeebed a 
cerning this, and fparc me: according. to the Great” 
neſs of thy . Mercy, * 13. 22. Fur however 
God may ” think fit to deal with: them, as to 
their Outward Circumſtances ; ſuch Compaſſio- 
nate Prayers, ſuch Charitable Interceſſions 'of 
good Men would not fail ot being attended 
with a joyſul Teſtimony of their . 
that they have not been wanting in the m 
proper Endeavours, to prevent the Rene 
God, and to promote the Publick Good. And 
they may reſt aſſured that all weir Light 4f- 
fliFions, which are but for 4 \ Moment; will: work 
For thewe a far more Exceeding and Eternal Weight 
of Glory And that they wall fall — Bo 
Trials a of ' (their Faith, but 8 will * dund un 
10 Praiſe, and — A Ae b Are 
ing of Vu Chriſt. 8 Ws, VI 
let us then reſolve. every one of ws, 55. 
we go hence, to be more Conſtaut and 
in the Performance of a wur ſo Nec 
Seaſonable, and ſo high gy Beneſicial to us ali. 
And let us continue to Hamble aur ſelves. in — 
Sight of the Lord. Let us be heartily reconcil 
to one another, and Live in rity and Cody 
Love. Let us Put away the: Fail gf gur 55 
and Turn unto; the Lord our; God. Let no Pri- 
vate Conſiderations or Reſemments reſtrain; us; 
from . . Fades: 
vours tor our 8 It, 
that ſo our 5 7 
ces with which. 


* a4 * > 
A 8 * CES % "W34 > wi LE ” ; 
1 — o N * HIP! 32% 4 bes 


- EI . * [ * 
4 = Loos - > ak L R 228 n * 83 7 a 4 Mi 4 . Re n CES" 4 " Dee 2 7 
nn 1] 7 - 1 W 2 * a3 * 9 COT TT" "TR 4 . IN ITY wy 4 * >. & 3 in * 4 N > if 8 1 * * * So itn; Sa ” * 7 2 82 7 * — 
5 84-54% Fenn r n 334 3 Be od 3 8 — SL * WP - 4 4 ; —_ e , * 4 2 ö n N Fre ; 1 8 
A FER VA ” PN 8 * * 22 2 * N S WW * 1 R ——S . ae 4. A { x 
. . g R * . ue | 7 e 188 Ws dy . 428 id, Coat ERA 5 Lp i 9 4 * 
* 8 W ; N 3 RIES £4 R US . 5 Ty 
3.4 : * FSH 5 of : * 75 9 1 8 0 . 
TE : . — y 2 : tA 
** o * 5 F * 2 — 2 4 4 jþ 68. vi 
G ; y , BE £ . ” 7 
12 . 5 1 „ - 
* 3 Sn uy, 1 * > 7 1 '% 
- „ R N + Py 4 
* 1 Y 
: << 
A 
by 
3 
. 
4 
26 
Þ 
= © 


f F 


* * 
7 0 EX: 019 
dk 


Ever. Aen. 


Happy Inſtruments of bringing down from Hea- 

ven a Shower of Bleſſings upon this Land and 
Nation. For That we may hope; but of 77. 
we may be ſure, that this our Labour will not 


| be in vain in the Lord; that the Prayers 
ſuch Humble, Meek and Clean Hearts, will not 


fail of deriving a Bleſſing upon our ſelves; ſo 
much Safety and Proſperity, as God ſhall ſee to 


be moſt expedient. for us; ſo much Strength, 


as may ſupport us under all our Sufferings ; ſo 
much. Grace, as may preſerve us from mo | 
under our Temptations, and carry us on Through 
Faith unto Salvation, which is in Chriſt Jeſus : 
To Whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory, both Now and for 
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| ADVERTISEMENT. 
A Sermon Preached at Bow-Church before the Lord Mayor, Oc. 
. upon a General Faſt. June 26. 1696, On Nebem. 9. part of 


the 261d. and 27th. Verſes. 5 
A Sermon Preached at St. Lewrence Fewry, at the EleRion of the 


Lord Mayor, 1696. On Prov. 29» 2, 74 . . 233 
A Sermon Preached at the Funeral of Mr. James Lordel, March 27 


5694. On Rev. 14. 1 . | 
A Sermon Preached at St. Mary-le-Bow, to the Societies for Ne- 


formation of Manners, Avril 3. 1697. | | 
All four by Zilly Butler, D. P. Miniſter of St. Moy Ae nb. 
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